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You may have seen him perform,
may have heard his powerful voice and
passionate lyrics. Since Todd Herzog
and his wife, Karen, moved to Arizona in
September 2006, he has been sharing his
thoughtful, uplifting Jewish music with
audiences around the Valley.

Life in the Herzog household is pleas-
antly hectic on this particular day, as
Todd and Karen prepare to leave for the
Coalition for the Advancement of Jewish
Education’s annual conference at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis.

Griffin, a rescue dog, barks cheerfully,
while Flower, a black-and-white guinea
pig named for the skunk in “Bambi,”
recuperates in his cage (he’s been under
the weather).

“Don’t let the name fool you,” Herzog
jokes about the guinea pig. “He’s all man.”
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Musical beginrings

Born in Pennsylvania, Herzog grew up
playing instruments and singing in New
York. “Ever since I can remember, I was
always singing,” Herzog says.

He began college at Tufts University
with an interest in international rela-
tions, but soon realized that music was
becoming central in his life.

“I'had always thought of music as
a hobby, but as T went through col-
lege, music classes were really the
only classes that Iloved,” he says.

Through a special program, Herzog
earned a philosophy degree from Tufts
and a degree in jazz and vocal perfor-
mance from the New England Conser-
vatory of Music. He then taught voice
lessons, did session work in recording
studios (he plays bass, guitar, piano, violin
and saxophone) and wrote songs.

Herzog’s firstalbum, 2000s “What
I Wouldn't Give,” is a collection of songs
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written in response to the illness and death
from leukemia of his girlfriend, Rachel.

“At that point,” Herzog says, “my
outlet became the music. I was wonder-
ing what should I write about, and there
it was: a life-and-death situation. I tried
to sort through all of those feelings and
emotions, and that's what really got me
started as more of a writer.”

Herzog continued to write and per-
form secular music until he met Karen
through JDate in July 2003. He was living
in Los Angeles; she was a fitness instruc-
tor at the Valley of the Sun Jewish Com-
munity Center in Scottsdale.

“Karen had been on JDate one day, and
1had been on for two weeks, but neither
of us thought we'd meet anyone online,”
Todd Herzog recalls. Todd drove to the
Valley to meet Karen, and “T knew I was






